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We read this parable in the Gospel of St. Luke chapter 18:1-8 

In this parable the Lord wanted to explain to us that we ought to pray and not 

lose heart. Let’s see what the Lord said; 

 “There was in a certain city a judge who did 

not fear God nor regard man.  Now there 

was a widow in that city; and she came to 

him, saying, get justice for me from my 

adversary.’ And he would not for a while; but 

afterward he said within himself, ‘Though I do not fear God nor 

regard man, yet because this widow troubles me I will avenge her, 

lest by her continual coming she weary me.’ ” 

 Then the Lord said, “Hear what the unjust judge said. And 

shall God not avenge His own elect who cry out day and night 

to Him, though He bears long with them? I tell you that He will avenge them 

speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on 

the earth?” 

We all know that prayer is a personal relationship with God, we talk to Him 

in prayer because we love Him, and we want to have a relationship with Him. 

God wanted to teach us how we should talk to Him in prayer, and what is the 

acceptable prayer before Him should be!! 

So He told us these parables to teach us how to pray. 

The first Parable is the Parable of  

“The Persistent Widow and the Unjust Judge” 
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What did the Lord want to explain to us through this parable? 

 

 

 

 

Let’s read what the Lord said on Luke chapter 11 verse 9-13 

“So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it 

will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and 

to him who knocks it will be opened.” 

 “If a son asks for bread from any father among you, will he give him a 

stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent instead of a 

fish?  Or if he asks for an egg, will he offer him a scorpion? If you then, 

being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much 

more will your Heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!” 

What Does the Lord means by this example? 

 

 

 

 

We should be persistent, and never lose heart in prayers.  God loves us 
and wants to bless us with wonderful things.

God wants us to know that we are His children and should talk to Him at all 
times, Sometimes we forgot that prayer is a love relationship with our 

Heavenly Father, and we think it is a way to ask for what we wants as we tell 
God (we don’t want You, we only want your gifts!! 

We  need to have faith and keep praying even if God didn’t answer right away, 
because He knows the perfect time to give us what we need. We should be 

assured that God hears our prayers and that He is a good father.

The Lord wanted to confirm to us that He hears our prayers and sees 

all our needs, and we need to be persistent and have steadfast faith in 

our prayers . 

 

The Lord Jesus describes how even earthly fathers, who are sinful and make mistakes, will still 

give their children good things. God is so much greater than earthly fathers—or a judge, as in 

the parable. The widow had faith, even in that mean judge. So why do we sometimes think God 

might not hear us or care about us? He is our Creator, Savior, and Heavenly Father. We can 

rest assured that He will take care of us. We can talk to Him anytime and know He hears. 
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Does the Lord wants us just repeat our words when we pray?  

No the Lord wants us to pray with our heart, not with our lips only!!  

To understand and feel every word we say in prayers. 

Does that mean God will give us anything we ask for all the time? 

God always loves us and hears us, and He will give us all what we need and 

beneficent to us not all what we ask for, because sometimes we don’t know what is 

good for us, and the things we ask for and we think is very important might not be 

the best choice for us. God care more about our salvation and our ultimate happiness 

when we live with Him in eternal life. 

 

 

 

We read this parable in the Gospel of St. Luke 18:9-14 

Before we read this parable we need to understand who 

are the Pharisees and the tax collectors? 

The Pharisees: The people who follow the Law of Moses and God’s commandments, 

but unfortunately they were hypocrites (their inside feelings and attitude are 

different than what they show to others). They did that to show others that they 

are good people not because they truly love God from their hearts. 

The Tax collectors: Used to have a bad reputation because their job was to collect 

the taxes from the Jews, and they often increased the taxes so that they could 

take a big percentage off the top. 

The Lord was telling this parable to the Pharisees who trusted in themselves as 

righteous, and despised others. Also for everyone thinks that he is better than 

anybody else. “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other 

a tax collector.  The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, ‘God, I thank You 

that I am not like other men—extortions, unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax 

collector. I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I possess.’  

And the tax collector, standing afar off, would not so much as 

raise his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be 

merciful to me a sinner!’  I tell you, this man went down to his 

The second parable is the parable of 

“The Pharisee and the Tax Collector” 
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house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be 

humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted. 

 

What did the Lord Jesus want us to learn from this parable?

1- This parable is showing us the importance of humility and reminds us 

that our prayers should be focused on God. 

2-When we are prideful and think of how great we are, we put all our 

attention on our own power, and neglect the importance of God’s work in 

our lives. We should in humility focus on Christ first and foremost and 

remember that our strength comes from Him. 

3- When we feel humble and not worthy, it is hard for the  

devil to defeat us because we rely on God, but when we are filled with 

bride, it is so easy for Satan to defeat us because we rely on our own 

power. 
        “Let the weak say, I am strong” (Joel 3:10) 

 

1-The pharisee came and stand in the 
front of the temple to show everyone 

that he is praying.

2- He raised his voice to thank God 
that he is better than everybody else.

3- He didn't  even repent or ask for 
forgiveness.

4- He didn't focous on God in his 
prayers, he was busy focousing on 

other pepole sins.

5- He didn't obtain mercy and God's 
forgiveness.

1-The tax collectore couldn't 
enter but stood afar off.

2- He coudn't so much as raise 
his eyes to heaven, he felt he is 

not worthy.

3- He was beatin his breast, 
saying, ‘God, be merciful to me a 

sinner'.

4- He focused on God and his 
repentance.

5- He went home justified and 
forgiven.


